26                          Modern Islam in India
concrete organization, by his prominent part in getting
together the Agha Khan deputation to the Viceroy that
year and in founding the reactionary Muslim League.
One of the most delightful and winning books published
on behalf of the Aligarh movement, is a small one by one
Musfafa Khan: An Apology for the New Light, 1891. It was
not outstandingly famous, but is representative of the trend
at its best, and is hence instructive. *New Light1 was one
of the names hurled at the group in derision, but this writer
welcomed it, and set out to defend from criticism those so
named, and to urge them on. The essay is excellent: liberal,
rational, wise, and withal quiet, humorous, effective. It is
an appeal for tolerance and progress, showing a good under-
standing of their necessity.
The movement's earliest stages, when it was bitterly
opposed and threatened with violence, had passed by now;
but its still tentative nature is reflected when this author
says that the New Light people "feel isolated: unsympathetic
words and looks dog their steps" 87. The main characteristics
of the movement are summed up thus:
"1. The adoption to some varying greater or Ie$s
extent of English dress and other outward accompani-
ments of a European civilization.
2.    A certain amount of dissatisfaction with the exist-
ing mode of religious thought.
3.    A desire for certain social reforms"38.
The first and third of these are two aspects of one trend,
Anglicization;. recognizing as valuable for them the civiliza-
tion of the'West. This is specifically stated later, when he
writes that civilization is the goal, the criterion, of effort;
and then compares present-day Western with present-day
Indo-Muslim. The old Indo-Muslim civilization, of Akbar's
day, was excellent (and tolerant); but that is unfortunately
now gone; therefore " the ...' New Light'.. .have chosen Eu*
ropean civilization as their model"89. Even in theology, the
wording of the second item shows, it is a matter of adjustment
rather than creativity. It is recognized that the old mode of
thought is inadequate for the new culture, incompatible